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Bible Study Begins: Gospel of Mark

Home Bible study will begin in
September with the Gospel of Mark being the
first book of study. We will meet on Thursday,
September 7* and again on September
21%. The homes we will be meeting in will
be announced at Church and listed in the
Bulletin. To prepare for next month, please
begin reading the Gospel now, as we will not
be reading it during our meetings. Below are
some additional notes concerning the writing

of the Gospel.

MARK

The Gospel of Mark was the first of the
four Gospels to be written. Both Matthew
and Luke used Mark as a reference, and
between those other two Gospels, all except
24 verses of Mark are quoted or used by them.

Mark was written by John Mark, the son
of a well-to-do lady of Jerusalem whose name
was Mary. Her house was a meeting place of
the early church (see Acts 12:12) and, some
believe, was the house where the last supper
was held.

The author, John Mark, has often been
called the “interpreter of Peter” and it seems
certain that Peter told the story of Jesus to
Mark. In the book of Acts we learn that
Mark was a cousin of Barnabas, and the three
of them traveled with Paul when Paul began
his first missionary journey. For some reason
Mark parted company with them early in the
journey. This caused Paul, at first, to look
with disfavor upon Mark. When Paul and
Barnabas began their second missionary trip,
Barnabas wanted to take Mark with them,
but Paul refused to have anything to do
with Mark. This angered Barnabas so much
that, instead of going with Paul, Barnabas
and Mark weft on their own in a different
direction (Acts 15:37-40) Later in Paul’s life
he forgave Mark and acknowledged that Mark
was useful in the building of the kingdom.
(Colossians 4:10 and 2 Timothy 4:11)

There is a long standing tradition that

Mark wrote this Gospel while he was at
Rome, and that he wrote it for the Romans.
Unlike Matthew, there are few references to
the Old Testament in the Gospel of Mark.
In fact, Mark goes out of his way to explain
Jewish customs which non-Jews, such as the
Romans, would not understand. Mark also
translates many of the Aramaic expressions
into Greek, which was spoken by most
Romans at that time. It is also true that

this Gospel contains more Latin words than
either Matthew or Luke. It is evident that the
circumstances and setting for Mark’s writing
was more Roman than Hebrew.

Mark’s Gospel is not as polished as is
either Matthew’s or Luke’s, but, instead, it is a
Gospel of action: He emphasizes works more
than words. There are fewer actual quotes by
Jesus in the Gospel of Mark than any of the
other Gospels.

The ending of Mark has been lost. The
earliest copies of the Gospel end at 16:8,
while the verses 16:9-20 were added later
by another writer and are only found in
older copies of the manuscript. If you read
up to 16:9, it seems as if the story abruptly
ends, right in the middle of telling about the
resurrection. What happened to the original
ending? Maybe Mark died before finishing it.
Maybe the last part of the scroll was torn off.
All we know is that the story ends abruptly.

Characteristics of Mark’s Gospel

1) Itis simply told

2) It tells both the humanity of Jesus as well
as his divinity.

3) It includes details that only an eyewitness
(Peter) would have known.

Outline
I) Introduction and Preparation (1:1-13)
A) The Forerunner — John the Baptist
(1:1-8)
B) Jesus’ Baptism (1:9-11)
C) The Temptation (1:12-13)

Opportunities to Worship & Serve

Sunday School:.........ccccceueee. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship: .......ccccceeeeee 11:00 a.m.

August Elder: ... Catsby Prewitt August Deaconess: .............. Marie Holland

September Elder:................ Roger Wilson September Deaconess:............... Molly Tout

August Activities:

1'*7:00 p.m. : ..... Evangelism committee 131, 6:30: ..o Board Meeting

5%, All Day : ........ Yard Sale at Church 15%, 7:00 p.m.: ........ Evangelistic Visits

8+, 7:00 p.m.: ...... Evangelistic Visits 220, 7:00 p.m.:........ Evangelistic Visits

10™, evening;......... Youth (and adults) clean 29%, 7:00 p.m.: ........ Evangelistic Visits
basement

12% day: .ccevenennne Youth paint basement

1) Jesus Ministry in Galilee (1:14-8:26)

A) First Disciples Called (1:14-20)

B) Many Miracles (1:21-3:12)

C) The Twelve Disciples Chosen
(3:13-19)

D) Controversy with the Pharisees,
Parables, Storm Quieted,
Healings (3:20-6:6)

E) The Apostles Commissioned (6:7-
13)

F) Death of John the Baptist (6:14-
29)

G) Feeding 5000, Controversy with
the Pharisees, Feeding 4000
(6:30-8:10)

H) Denunciation of the Opposition,
Blind Man Healed (87:11-26)

III) Preparation for the Passion (8:27-
10:52)

A) Peter’s Confession (8:27-30)

B) First Announcement of the
Passion (8:31-38)

C) Transfiguration, Demoniac Child
Healed (9:1-29)

D) Second Announcement of the
Passion (9:30-32)

E) Teaching on Divorce, Rich Young
Ruler, Etc. (9:33-10:31)

F) Third Announcement of the
Passion (10:32-34)

G) Sons of Zebedee argue among
themselves, Blind Bartimaeus

healed (10:35-52)

IV) Passion Week and the Resurrection
(11:1-end)

A) Triumphal Entry and Cleansing
of the Temple (chapter 11)

B) Parable, Controversy with the
Herodians and Sadducees (12:1-
27)

C) Great Commandment, Widow’s
Mite, Prediction of 2nd coming
(12:28-13:37)

D) Supper at Bethany (14:1-11)

E) Last Supper (14:12-31)

F) Gethsemane and the Betrayal
(14:32-52)

G) Trial before the High Priest
(14:53-72)

H) Trial before Pilate (15:1-21)

I) The Crucifixion (15:22-47)

J) The Resurrection (16:1-8)

K) Epilogue (16:9-20)
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